MONTAIGNE  ON   HIS  TRAVELS

The little house where Joan of Arc was born,
decorated with paintings of her great deeds, In-
terests him at Domremy. He turns aside from
his road to fipinal in order to visit the nuns of
Poussay, who exhibit the diversity of devotion,
for they take no vow of virginity. At Plora-
bieres, where he stayed for ten days, he.gained
the friendship of the Seigneur d'Andelot, a dis-
tinguished military commander, and observed the
singularity of his beard and eyebrows, in part
blanched, and that in a moment, by the shock of
his brother's tragic death. On his departure from
the baths Montaigne left with his landlady, after
the custom of the country, the escutcheon of his
arms on wood, to be hung on the outer wall, an
innocent piece of vanity which he indulged else-
where, though unauthorised by custom. At Bus-
sang he descended in linen garments into the
silver mines, and, riding forward by and by
through a mountain pass, peered up at the nests
of the goshawks perched on inaccessible rocks.
In Switzerland he learns with open mind that
Protestantism is not quite an " immaterial" re-
ligion, nor necessarily a religion of faction, but
may be part of a dignified order coexisting with
freedom; yet he notices also the dangers arising
from variations within the Protestant faith. He
holds discourse with the learned men of Basel,
and among them with the French jurisconsult
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